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Monday, Februa1y 9, 1998 
A Newsletter for the 
GRANDVALLEY 
STATE UN I VER S I T Y 
Community 
Volume 22, Numbe r 26 
GVSU Students Aid Muskegon Heights Youth 
As part of a college class , 30 Grand 
Valley students are spending two to 
four hours per week acting as 
Perkins said in his program proposa l. 
"A need exists at Muskegon Heights 
Public Schools for college students and 
Herbert Bellrichard-Perkins, cente1; talks with students from bis class as they board the bus to 
Muskegon Heights. 
mentors in the elementa1y and high 
schools of Muskegon Heights. 
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community volunteers to work with 
youth. " 
Bellrichard-Pe rkins sa id most of a 
funding grant fo r the program from the 
Cente r for Philanthropy is be ing used to 
provide bus runs from the Allendale 
campus to Muskegon He ights, shuttling 
stude nts to their internship assignments. 
The academic portion of the 
practicum course is designed to teach 
students the fun ctions of an agency in a 
community and the role of leade rship 
in community development. 
In add ition to the instructional 
benefit for Grand Valley students, 
Bellrichard-Pe rkins anticipates positi ve 
results fo r the community as well. He 
hopes that afte r be ing exposed to 
college students, Muskegon Heights 
young people w ill change the ir atti-
tudes and aspirat ions. Anothe r goa l is a 
decrease in abse nteeism and an 
increase in the number of students and 
parents who conside r attend ing college. 
"Generatio n: A Service Learning 
Program," the brainchild of Associate 
Professor of Sociology Herbert 
Bellrichard-Perkins, is both a commu-
nity service and a college course. 
Muskegon Heights ranked as the 11th 
"most distressed" city out of 300 in 
terms of poverty, population growth, 
age of housing, unemployment and 
othe r factors. Only 42 percent of the 
parents of school-age children have 
high school diplomas . 
Cabletron Donates Gift Valued 
At $1 Million to Grand Valley 
"School staff have indicated that 
the re is a significant problem with 
student absenteeism at the high 
school and a dire need for 
mentors for elementary 
students for informal 
counseling and role 
modeling," Bellrichard-
Grand Va lley compute r networks will 
soon be running 20 times faster, the 
result of a gift of networking hardware 
valued at nearly $1 million. University 
officials say the state-of-the-a rt equip-
ment donated by Cabletron Systems, 
one of the world's largest and most 
successful computer networking compa-
nies, w ill benefit the entire university. 
The equipment will help the unive rsi-
ty improve connections between the 
Allendale and Grand Rapids campuses. 
It will also upgrade fil e servers, comput-
er labs, and facu lty and administrative 
offices. 
"The comprehensive switching and 
network management package from 
Cabletron ensures Grand Va lley's 
continued ranking as a natio nal leade r 
in computer technology among unive r-
sities of comparable size," sa id Vice 
Provost Robert Fletcher. 
The equipment is the second gift 
Grand Va lley has rece ived from 
Cabletron. In 1994, fo llowing a meeting 
between Fletcher and Cabletron 's 
Chairman and Chief Operating Officer, 
Craig Benson, the company donated 
$250,000 worth of equipme nt. 
The GVSU Forum is 
published by the Office of 
University Communicatio ns 
eve1y Monday when classes are 
in sessio n and biweekly during 
the summer. The submissio n 
deadline is Tuesday noon. Send 
publica tion ite ms to Ka thleen 
Adams, edito r, c/ o the FOR UM 
cc:Ma il box. From o ff campus, 
email forum@gvsu.edu . 
Tele phone: 616-895-2221. Fax: 
616-895-2250 Visit FORUM 
ONLINE on the Wo rld Wide Web 
at: www.gvsu.edu/ 
Faculty and staff me mbers 
can find an online "Sketches" 
submission fo rm on the Web Site . 
Across Campus 
GVSU Joins Coalition to Curb 
Health Benefit Costs 
Grand Valley has recently jo ined w ith the 
other public universities in Michigan to look 
for alternatives to curb steep increases in 
the cost of health care benefit plans and 
services . The 13 public universities jo intly 
announced the formation of the Michigan 
Universities Coali tion on Health (MUCH) . 
The value-based purchasing coalition was 
formed in an effo tt to bring down hea lth 
care costs. These costs can limit the univer-
sities ' ability to contain tuition cost increas-
es, according to officials. 
Benefits manager Arny Tennis has been 
elected to the board of MUCH. "We will 
participate with 10 local coalitions already 
established in Michigan as well as many 
more that patticipate in the National 
Business Coalition on Health ," Tennis said . 
"There are 80,000 cove red lives in the 
Michigan public universities , and by using 
our leverage and joint purchasing of health 
benefits I hope we can keep our month ly 
premiums down." 
By reducing the un iversity's monthly 
premiums, Tennis added, Grand Valley . 
should be able to keep the present benefits 
Coming Events 
Lunch break/ Arts at Noon 
Series Continues 
Mezzo-soprano Glenda Kirkland, assisted 
by pianist Julianne VanclenWyngaa rcl , GVSU 
associate professor of Music, will present a 
program of music by African-American 
composers in the Lunchbreak/ Arts at Noon 
Series on Thursday, February 12, at 12 
noon. The concert will be he ld in the Cook-
DeWitt Center. Praised for her interpretive 
skills Kirkland has appeared with opera 
com~anies, oratorio societies, symphonies 
and in recital series throughout the Great 
Lakes region. She has won awa rds from the 
National Association of Teachers of Singing, 
and the Society for Musical Arts, and she 
was a finalist in the local Metropolitan 
Opera competition. She received her . 
education at the Ju illiard School of Music 
and is a professor of Vo ice at Eastern 
Michigan University. 
while also keeping the cost to faculty and 
staff members as low as poss ible. 
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Tennis who serves on the pharmacy 
benefits s~ibcommittee of the MUCH Boa rd , 
sa id she hopes to find a new prescription 
vendo r this year. "With all 13 schools 
requesting a bid , we should be able to 
reduce the cost to the university so we don't 
have to increase the co-pay, " she sa id . 
"MUCH w ill help make us more educated 
and w ill give us more power in dealing w ith 
our vendors," said Tennis. 
Textbook Orders Due 
Textbook orders fo r the spring/summe r 
semester are due in the bookstores by 
Februa1y 25. Book orde rs for the fa ll 
semester are clue by March 25 . 
Send book orde rs for classes held on the 
Allendale or Holland campus to Craig 
Thelen at UBS. Book orders for classes at 
the Grand Rapids campus should be sent to 
Doug Wentworth at the Eberhard Cente r 
Booksto re. Book orde rs for classes held at 
the Muskegon campus should be d irected to 
Shawn Watson at the Muskegon Cente r. 
Contact Thelen at x2454, Wentworth at 
x6645, and Watson at 895-7750. 
"Glenda is a ve1y communicative singer," 
says series coord inator Va ndenWyngaa rd . 
"Students always say she d raws them into 
her music." 
continued on pa.ge 3 
Glenda. Kirk/a.net 
Coming Events 
continued Jrom page 2 
Two Faculty Workshops 
Offered 
A workshop, "Evaluating Teaching 
Effectively, Pt. I," which will focus on 
the uses of portfolios, with particular 
emphasis on providing evidence for 
student lea rning, is scheduled for 
Thursday, Februaty 12, from 8:30 a.m.-
1:30 p.m. It will be held in the Admis-
sions Office meeting room, on the third 
floor of the Student Services Building. 
Refreshments and lunch will be provided. 
Workshop leader Barbara Walvoord, 
is the director of the Kaneb Center for 
Teaching and Learning and professor of 
English at the University of Notre Dame. 
She leads faculty workshops on teach-
ing, writing, and assessment nationwide. 
Enrollment is limited to 50 people. 
Interested persons can register by e-mail 
to Jeannie Pickering. 
"Developing Web-Based Courses," 
sponsored by the Faculty Teaching and 
Learning Center (FTLC) and Academic 
Computing, is being offered May 18-21. 
The 3112-day hands-on workshop will 
give facu lty members an oppo1tunity to 
acquire the knowledge and skills related 
to designing and incorporating Web-
based material, PowerPoint, electronic 
communication, and file/ document 
sharing into an already existing course. 
Workshop staff includes Andrew 
Beedle , Philosophy; Brian Cole, Contin-
uing Education; Dave Darnell, Academic 
Computing; Catherine Frerichs , FTLC; 
Maty Karpen, Chemistry; Hugh Jack, 
Engineering; Mary Last, CSIS; and Dan 
Royer, English. 
"Faculty with some experience using 
technology tools, perhaps Web Course 
in a Box, who want to learn more 
should consider attending," says 
Catherine Frerichs, director of FTLC. 
Enrollment will be limited to 25 people. 
Those interested in attending the 
workshop should answer the following 
questions and submit answers to 
Brenda Claus via e-mail by Friday, 
March 13: 
• What course will you be developing 
material for? 
• What would you like to accomplish in 
this workshop? 
• What experience have you had with 
computer-assisted instruction? 
• If there are more applicants than 
places, are there any compelling 
reasons for you to participate in this 
workshop at this time? 
Choral Concert Set 
For February 15 
A Choral Concert featuring Grand 
Valley's Chamber Choir, the Varsity Men, 
the Madrigal Ensemble, and the Univer-
New Grand Valley Associates 
Christine Wagenfuehr, assistant 
director of Career Services. Former 
position: Coordinator of Career Services 
and Alumni Relations at Kendall College 
of Art and Design. Degrees earned: B.A. 
University of Michigan; M.A. from 
Bowling Green State University. 
Jose Eamez, admissions counselor, 
Admissions Office. Degree earned: B.S. 
from Siena Heights College. 
Donna Lee Campbell, secreta1y, 
Development Office. Former positions: 
secretaty at Rapid Design Service; 
secretary at Bissell Inc. ; claims proces-
sor at Gordon Kerr Insurance Agency. 
Stephen S. Witte, visiting assistant 
professor of Histoty. Former position: 
visiting assistant professor of History at 
the University of Nebraska , Lincoln. 
Degrees earned: B.A. from Hastings 
College; M.A. from the University of 
Notre Dame; Ph.D. from the University 
of Nebraska. 
Bradley M. Class, visiting assistant 
professor of Modern Languages. Former 
positions: owner of Span-Crafters, a 
sity Singers will be held at 3 p.m. on 
Sunday, February 15, in the Louis 
Armstrong Theatre of the Performing 
Arts Center. 
Wine and Food 
Symposium Planned 
3 
WGVU-TV 35 and WGVK-TV 52 
along with D&W Food Centers will 
present the 10th annual Great Wine and 
Food Symposium on Monday, March 2, 
at 7 p.m. in the Amway Grand Plaza 
Hotel. Proceeds from the event help 
support programming on the local 
public television stations. 
More than 250 American wines and 
Michigan wines from 75 vintners will be 
presented. "This event is an excellent 
way to sample wines from all over the 
United States and discover new 
favorites, plus try exciting food from the 
area's finest restaurants," said Joe 
Borrello, executive director of Taste rs' 
Guild. "Add in helping our local public 
television stations and this becomes 
more than just a great wine-tasting 
event." 
Two 45-minute educational seminars 
will be held prior to the symposium. 
"Pairing Foods with Wine" and "The 
Wine Expert" will both run from 5:30-
6:15 p.m. and 6:30-7:15 p.m. 
Tickets for the wine tasting event are 
$45; tickets for the seminars are $15 for 
both or $8 for one. Call 1-800-642-3728 
for tickets. 
consultant to publishers; executive 
director of the Evangelical Literature 
League; professor of Spanish at Calvin 
College. Degrees ea rned: B.A. from 
Lewis and Clark College; M.A. from the 
University of Oregon; Ph.D. from the 
University of New Mexico. 
Cindy Johnson, secretary, Mathemat-
ics and Statistics Depa1tment. Former 
position: customer service representative 
with Ottawa Savings Bank. 
Bill Siersma, custodian, Plant Ser-
vices. Former position: electronic 
technician at Schlafhorst Automation. 
Calendar of Events 
General Events 
Arts Hotline: (616) 895-ARTS 
Galle1y Hours: 10 a. m. -5 p.m. Mon.-Fri. , 10 a .m.-7 p.m. 
Thurs. All activities on the Allenda le Campus unless 
otherwise noted. 
*Indicates fee; all other general events located on campus 
are free of charge. 
Mon. , Feb. 2-Fri. , Feb. 20 
Ga lle1y Hours: Alumni Exhibition. Calder Gallery , CFAC. 
Mon., Feb. 2-Tues., Mar. 31 
TBA: Student Exhibition/ Alumni Timeline . AC. 
Mon. ,Feb. 9 
4 p.m.: Altist-Faculty Series. Brian Monis, guitar. Recital Hall, CFAC. 
Wed. , Feb. 11 
8:30-10 a .m.: Ma naging Your Retirement Nest Egg Work-
shop. 106 STU. Individual Counseling Sessions to fo llow 
in 145 LMH. Call 774-4213 to RSVP. 
1-2 p.m.: Career Planning & Counseling Center Seminar. 
"Preparation for Graduate School. " 204 STU. Call x3266. 
Thurs., Feb. 12 
12 noon: Arts at Noon/ Lunchbreak Series. Glenda Ki rkl and, 
mezzo soprano, assisted by pianist Julianne VandenWyn-
gaa rd. CDC. 
8:30 a. m.-1:30 p .m.: Evaluating Teaching Effectively Work-
shop. 306 STU. Call x2281 to RSVP. 
Fri., Feb. 13 
1-2 p.m.: Career Planning & Counseling Center Seminar. 
"Seasonal Blues ." 204 STU. Call x3266. 
Faculty and Staff Sketches 
Louis Olivier, professor of French, had a translation into 
English of excerpts from the book, In the Seasons ' Light: 
Letters to a Faraway Friend, by Charles Juliet, published in 
the Fall 1997 issue of The Chariton Review. 
Social Work Associate Professor Julie Guevara was 
honored with a Genera l Santiago Tapia Recognition Awa rd 
as part of the Mexico-U.S. Freedom Celebration , co-spon-
sored by the GVSU Latin American Studies (LAS) Program. 
As part of the ceremony, LAS Coordinator CliffWelch made 
a presentation on the ro le of Father Hida lgo in Mexico's 
independence. 
CliffWelch, associate professor of Histoty and Latin 
American Studies, presented a paper, titled "The Shooting of 
Jofre Correa Neto: Peasant Struggle Remembered in Sao 
Paulo, Brazil ," at the annual meeting of the American 
Historical Association in Seattle . 
Ran Sivron, visiting assistant professor of Physics, and 
John Weber, assistant professor of Geology, received a NASA 
IDEA Grant for $6000 for an outreach program, titled 
"Bringing Exciting Mars Space Science and Geology Infor-
mation into Middle School Classrooms Through Teacher/ Stu-
2-3 p .m.: Career Planning & Counse ling Cente r Seminar. 
"Study Skills. " 204 STU. Ca ll x3266 
4-6 p.m.: Alumni Invitational Art Exhi bit Artists ' Reception. 
Calder Galle ry, CFAC. 
Sun., Feb. 15 
3 p.m. : Music Department Conce rt. Chora l Concert: Cham-
be r Cho ir, Varsity Men, Mad riga l Ensemble, Unive rsity 
Singers. LAT, CFAC. 
Sports 
Sports Hotline : 895-3800. Game times subject to change. 
Mon. , Feb. 9 
4 
6 p.m.: Women's Basketba ll . Fe rris Sta te Unive rsity at GVSU. 
8 p.m.: Men 's Basketball . Fe rris State Unive rsity at GVSU. 
Thurs., Feb. 12 
6 p.rn.: Women 's Basketball . Michiga n Techno logica l 
Unive rsity at GVSU. 
8 p.m.: Men's Basketball . Michiga n Technologica l Unive rsity 
at GVSU. 
Fri. , Feb. 13 
4 p.m.: Indoor Track & Fie ld. GVSU Laker Challe nge. 
Sat., Feb. 14 
1 p.m.: Women 's Basketba ll . Northe rn Michiga n Unive rsity 
at GVSU. 
3 p.m. : Men's Basketba ll . Northe rn Michigan Un iversity at 
GVSU. 
dent Workshops. " Participating in pre paring the proposa l 
were Hugh Jack , assistant professor of Enginee ring, Mary 
Ann Sheline, director of the Regional Math and Science 
Center, and Pau l Gre inke of Grand Haven High School. 
Richard A. Gonce, professor of Economics, was the 
d iscussant of four papers about the ideas of Jo hn R. Com-
mons at a symposium session during the annual meeting of 
the Industrial Relatio ns Research Association in Chicago. 
In the News 
Lawrence Beery, visiting assistant professor of Communi -
cations, was interviewed by WOOD-TV 8 and featured in a 
January 20 news segment about media coverage of all ega-
tions against President Clinton. Students fro m his News 
Reporting 2 class also were featured. 
Erika King, professor and chair of Po li tical Science, was 
interviewed on Janua1y 27, by WWMT-TV 3 and WZZM-TV 13, 
and by WOOD Radio on Februa1y 1, about the allega tions 
against President Clinto n. WZZM taped stude nts in King's 
Public Opinion and the Mass Media class as they d iscussed 
media coverage of the situation. 
